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1 . WE UNDERSTAND RATIONALE IN PARA 1 OF REF B FOR NOT 
RAISING MAINTANK GUN ISSUE AT THE MEETING OF THE AD HOC 
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COMMITTEE ON EQUIPMENT INTEROPERABILITY. HOWEVER, THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REVISED PARA 20 OF AC/297-D/26 
(REF C) IS MISLEADING. THAT PORTION OF PARA 20 BEGINNING 
WITH QTE THE CHOICE BY THE US WILL LIE BETWEEN . . . UNQTE 
AND ENDING WITH QTE . . . WILL EXIST WITHIN NATO FOR A 
CONSIDERABLE TIME TO COME. UNQTE WARRANTS CLARIFICATION. 
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2. THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXPANSION OF THE POINTS MADE IN 
REF A WHICH WE HOPE WILL CLARIFY THE SITUATION: 

A. THE UK L- 11 120MM RIFLED GUN FIRING SEPARATE LOADED 
AMMUNITION AND PRESENTLY INSTALLED IN THE CHIEFTAIN TANK, 
CANNOT BE ACCOMMODATED IN THE XM 1 . IN ADDITION, THE 

US ARMY DOES NOT WANT SEPARATE LOADED AMMUNITION. 

B. THE FRG 120MM SMOOTHBORE GUN FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION 
CAN BE ADAPTED TO THE XM-1 BY REDESIGNING THE RECOIL 
SYSTEM. 

C. THE UK M-13 120MM RIFLED GUN FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION 
WILL FIT IN BOTH THE XM-1 AND THE LEOPARD 2. THE M-13 
WILL NOT BE INTEROPERABLE WITH THE L-l 1 FOR TWO BASIC 
REASONS: (1) THE M-13 WILL FIRE FIXED AMMUNITION AND 

THE L-l 1 FIRES SEPARATE LOADED AMMUNITION WHICH ARE NOT 
INTERCHANGEABLE, AND (2) A DIFFERENCE IN CHAMBER 
PRESSURES. (M-13 IS HIGHER THAN THAT OF THE L-l 1.) 

D. FRANCE AND THE FRG MAINTAIN THAT THE FRENCH 120MM 
SMOOTHBORE FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION WILL BE ABLE TO FIRE 
THE FRG 120MM SMOOTHBORE AMMUNITION. HOWEVER, SINCE 
THE FRENCH 120MM IS TO BE A LIGHTWEIGHT GUN, THERE IS 
DOUBT ON THE PART OF US TECHNICAL EXPERTS THAT THE FRG 
HIGH PRESSURE AMMUNITION WILL TRULY BE INTEROPERABLE 
AND SAFE. 

3. A. IN SUMMARY, CURRENT PROGRAMS CALL FOR THREE 
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120MM GUNS AND TWO TYPES OF AMMUNITION (THREE IF FRG 
AND FRANCE FAIL TO ACHIEVE INTEROPERABILITY) IN THE 
NATO FORCE STRUCTURE BY THE 1990’S, NAMELY: 

- UK L-l 1 120MM RIFLED GUN FIRING SEPARATE LOADED 
AMMUNITION. 

- FRG 120MM SMOOTHBORE GUN FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION. 

- FRENCH 120MM SMOOTHBORE GUN FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION. 

B. IF THE UK OR THE US SHOULD DEPLOY THE M-13 120MM 
RIFLED GUN THERE WOULD BE FOUR TYPES OF GUNS AND THREE 
OR FOUR TYPES OF AMMUNITION. 


VANCE 
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